

















DISPATCH

Christmas Party

On December 15, the NCMRC celebrated with the tra-
ditional Christmas Party at the Harmony Presbyterian
Church in Fort Collins. The entertainment this year
was the Ragtime Rhythm Band. Afterwards was the
awards and recognition ceremony.

Left top: The December meeting also marks the tran-
sition of the club leadership to the newly elected
officers. Here outgoing President Ted Nutting is pro-
viding new president Bob Owens with a gift to help
him cope with the headaches of the job. Left bottom:
Paul Overmyer was presented with the 2011 Presi-
dent’s Award. “For outstanding service to the Club”.
The editor would like to think he also deserved that
award because his newsletter submittals are always
on time. Right top: The Ragtime Rhythm band fea-
tured traditional jazz entertainment; with leader Gary
Camp playing keyboard, trumpet, and vocals while
partner Roger Person plays the banjo. Right bottom:
The music was good enough for dancing and Terl Rob-
inson and his wife showed us all how good they were
doing the Charleston. Center below: And as always
the food was great! T
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Editors Note: The Platte Valley and Western Model Railroad Club is one of the two
clubs, which are located in the basement of Denver’s Union Station. After many tense
months of not knowing whether they could remain in their location, they have a
better understanding of what the future could hold. The editor visited during one of
their “Open Door” nights in December and was treated to a very cordial tour of their
facility. The club has a special request for modelers in Colorado.

Greetings NCMRC Members:

As you may be aware, the RTD board has approved Union Station Alliance’s Hotel
Proposal for the redevelopment of Union Station. The Platte Valley & Western
Membership has had several discussions with that group and from those discus-
sions we have learned that they want our organization (along with the O-Scale Club
next door) to be open to the public on weekends once the station reopens in the
Spring of 2014.

We’re working on several ways to meet their request and wanted to run one of the
ideas that our club is considering by you as fellow model railroaders in the area...

The concept is a Guest Operator Program. We’d provide all of the training required
(basic operation processes as well as layout & building knowledge) and some form

Platte Valley & Western Plans
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of identification for the volunteers who join us thru this program. We’d ask that the
volunteers commit to one weekend day (10am to 3pm) every 6 to 8 weeks. Each
group of three Guest Operators would be joined by one (or two) of our regular mem-
bers and they would run the layout and interact with the public who visits the display
during the operating hours.

As a part of this, we are also working on an info kiosk that would feature information
on area railroad related attractions such as the Colorado Railroad Museum, Greeley
Freight Station Museum, the Forney Museum, and the Georgetown Loop.

Do you think your membership would be interested in participating in this type of
program? Irealize many of them already contribute a significant number of hours to
your club and don’t want to make it seem like we’re trying to “steal” your members
but we’re faced with a pretty big challenge that our club likely won’t be able to handle
alone. We wanted to look for unique collaboration opportunities such as a guest
operator program to meet that challenge and benefit both organizations.

Ilook forward to your thoughts and comments on this concept that we’re developing.

Thanks,
Chris Rand, PV&W 1




T I M E 1TTABI. K

JANUARY MEETING: Thursday, January 26, 2012 at 7 PM, Greeley Freight Station Museum 680 10t Street, Greeley

PROGRAM: A Day in the Life of the Rio Grande Southern by Jim Ferenc

LAYOUT TOUR Jack Rice’s Columbia and Western on January 28, 1-4 PM

NO CONTEST

BOARD MEETING: Thursday, February 2, 2012 Harmony Presbyterian Church 400 E. Boardwalk, Fort Collins

February DISIPA T CXEX PUBLICATION DEADLINE: Saturday, Febuary 11, at 8 AM Submissions always accepted early
Send to drgw0579@comcast.net




